
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE RURAL RETREAT TOWN 

COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS ON 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 10, 2021 - 7:00 P.M. 

 

 

Mayor and Council Members Present: Tim Litz, Mayor; Dale Yontz, Vice-Mayor; James 

P. “Sean” Viars; James Lloyd; Peggy Hash; Geary 

Jonas; Michael Duncan 

     

Council Members Absent:       None                           

  

Administration Present:             Jason Childers, Town Manager 

Monica H. Patton, Clerk/Treasurer 

                            

 

Administration Absent:   Derek Breedlove, Police Chief      

 

Others Present: Amy McBride, Frank Akers    
 

 

DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM 

 

Mayor Litz called the meeting to order and determined a quorum was present. 

 

INVOCATION  

 

The invocation was given by Councilmember Jonas. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Litz. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

A motion was made by Vice-Mayor Yontz and seconded by Councilmember Jonas to approve 

the minutes of the July 27, 2021 meeting.  There being no discussion, the motion passed by a 

vote of six (6) for: Jonas, Yontz, Viars, Duncan, Hash, Lloyd; zero (0) against. 

  

CITIZEN’S TIME 

 

Frank Akers addressed council to thank the town for hosting Heritage Days.  The Depot 

Foundation had a booth with pictures of the progress of the Depot on display.  Mr. Akers 

congratulated the town on its 150th anniversary.  He stated that in 1881 the town’s name changed 

from Mt. Airy to Rural Retreat.   

 

CORRESPONDENCE  
 

Treasurer Patton read an email from Wythe County Board of Supervisors Chairperson Brian 

Vaught to thank the town for Heritage Day. 
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Treasurer Patton read a Facebook message from Kathy Anders.  Ms. Anders stated that she came 

to the event from Sparta, NC.  She added that she loves Rural Retreat and the people here. 

 

Vice-Mayor Yontz read a letter from Amy McBride to thank the Council and town staff for a 

wonderful Heritage Day.  She stated that the atmosphere was generous, loving, and happy.  She 

added that her neighbors, Pam Beamer and Jeff Smith wanted to express their appreciation for 

the performance by Jefferson Starship.  Ms. McBride stated that she personally spoke with folks 

from Virginia Beach, North Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, New York, and West Virginia that came 

to Rural Retreat just to see Jefferson Starship. 

 

Councilmember Viars stated that he has not received a negative comment from anyone about 

Heritage Day.  He thanked the town staff and employees for a great job organizing the event. 
 

A motion was made by Councilmember Hash and seconded by Councilmember Jonas to form a 

committee for Heritage Days. Treasurer Patton stated that the town office staff works diligently 

to organize the event and it would help tremendously to have a committee to assist.  She added 

that it is a very long day, and we need to get other people involved so a few people are not 

expected to do all the work from early in the morning until late that evening.  Councilmember 

Viars stated that there are people in the community that are willing to help.  He stated that just 

like all organizations in the community, there are only a few people that are willing to step up 

and work.  Vice-Mayor Yontz stated that the committee should be appointed by the mayor 

consisting of council members.  He added that council members can solicit their volunteers.  

Councilmember Viars stated that he thinks citizens should be involved to make it easier on 

everyone involved.  Vice-Mayor Yontz stated that he agrees that it would be helpful to have 

other people help, but not have them involved with the entertainment.  Town Manager Childers 

stated that every year he has a group of kids that are to pick up the trash.  He stated that this year 

he asked the baseball team and they agreed to pick up trash.  However, they did not stay to help 

causing Town Manager Childers and his family to empty the trash cans. Councilmember Viars 

asked what can be done to fix the problem.  Councilmember Jonas stated that it was the 

responsibility of the Coach to see that his team stay and do their duties.  Town Manager Childers 

stated that it would be helpful to have adults instead of kids sign up to empty trash cans and pick 

up trash. Councilmember Viars stated that there should be two or three adults responsible for 

promoting the event, two or three responsible for trash, two or three people to take care of food 

vendors.    Vice-Mayor Yontz stated that he disagrees with forming a committee because it 

makes it difficult to make decisions.    He stated that it is difficult to have too many people 

involved in choosing entertainment.  Town Manager Childers stated that he thinks it we should 

have council members responsible for different things.  Councilmember Duncan suggested that 

council get volunteers about a month before the event to help.  Councilmember Hash amended 

the motion on the floor to have the Town Manager and Town Treasurer responsible for forming 

the committees to designate volunteers to assist with the Heritage Days event.  Councilmember 

Duncan stated that he commends the fire department members for their part with the event.  The 

motion passed by a vote of six (6) for:  Lloyd, Jonas, Yontz, Viars, Hash, Duncan; zero (0) 

against. 

 

POLICE REPORT  

 

Town Manager Childers stated that Chief Breedlove wanted him to thank Council for a great 

Heritage Day event. 
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS    

 

DOWNTOWN REVITALIZATION – Town Manager Childers stated that within the next two or 

three weeks he will rent an excavator to get the downtown project underway.  The excavator will 

be used to bury the pipe and to load dirt onto dump trucks at Klockner Pentaplast.  He added that 

the cost to rent a 130 John Deere excavator is $4,200 per month with an additional $600 delivery 

fee. 

 

HERITAGE DAYS FESTIVAL –None 

 

ELM AVENUE PROPERTY – None 

 

DR. PEPPER DAY – None 

 

PROPOSED BACKYARD CHICKEN ORDINANCE – Town Manager Childers stated that the 

planning commission voted to recommend that council accept the article on keeping backyard 

chickens.  A motion was made by Councilmember Viars and seconded by Vice-Mayor Yontz to 

approve the ordinance to allow backyard chickens.  Councilmember Lloyd stated that he has had 

several citizens contact him that they do not want to allow chickens. He added that many citizens 

are afraid that this will open up the option to have other animals in town limits.  Councilmember 

Viars stated that the ordinance states specifically that it does not include ducks, fowl, and other 

birds.  He added that this is not a pot belly pig or horse ordinance, it is specifically a backyard 

chicken ordinance.  Councilmember Viars stated that a citizen at the Planning Commission 

meeting stated that there are dogs running around at large all over the town, and the chickens will 

be detained to a pen.  Vice-Mayor Yontz asked if a dog gets loose and kills someone’s chickens 

will the dog owner be liable.  Town Manager Childers stated that that is an animal control issue.  

The motion passed by a vote of five (5) for:  Lloyd, Jonas, Yontz, Viars, Hash; one (1) against:  

Duncan.  Councilmember Duncan stated that he spoke with several citizens regarding the 

ordinance.  He added that many of the citizens he spoke with were against an ordinance for 

backyard chickens.  He stated that some people feel like they pay taxes in town for trash pickup, 

town water, and to prevent others from raising farm animals in their backyards.  Councilmember 

Duncan stated that he does not think very many people will purchase the permit to have backyard 

chickens.   
 

PROPOSED GOLF CART ORDINANCE – Town Manager Childers stated that he did not call 

the meeting last week because Chief Breedlove was off duty and he feels like he needs to be 

present.  

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 None 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

EMERGENCY SERVICES - Councilmember Duncan stated that the board interviewed two 

people to replace Alan West and Roger Mitchell.  Lori Ann Ryan and Donnie Buck were 

interviewed for the vacant board member positions.  Councilmember Duncan stated that the 

board is in the process of reworking the bylaws.  He added that they do not have a signed 

contract with the billing company, and they are working on a contract and a cheaper rate for their 

services. 
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FINANCE & APPROPRIATIONS – Treasurer Patton stated that representatives with Hicok, 

Brown and Company will be in the office next week to begin the preaudit work. 

 

PERSONNEL, ORDINANCES & LEGAL MATTERS – Town Manager Childers stated that the 

committee needs to meet to have a plan for personnel if Covid cases ramp up again.  He added 

that he would like to have guidance from Council.  Councilmember Viars agreed that there needs 

to be a protocol.   

 

PUBLIC UTILITIES – Town Manager Childers stated that R & R Septic should finish up on the 

Vernon’s sewer project this week.    

 

Town Manager Childers stated that he and Mike Jones had a meeting with Stephen Bear, Don 

Crisp, and Musser Lumber about allowing them to purchase water from the County.  This will 

allow the County to circulate their water on this end of the County.  Councilmember Viars stated 

that we have been waiting for a meeting for at least two months.   Town Manager Childers stated 

that the finance committee needs to meet to decide how to spend the American Rescue Plan Act 

(ARPA) funding.  He added that one option would be to build a new water plant at Staley Spring.  

Town Manager Childers stated that the ARPA funds can be distributed between water and 

wastewater projects.    

 

TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT 

 

Town Manager Childers stated that Heritage Day went very well.  

 

Town Manager Childers stated that he met with a representative from CenturyLink about the 

downtown project.  The representative stated that CenturyLink has a new policy that charges 

municipalities for relocating their poles.  Town Manager Childers stated that AEP and Shentel 

moved their utilities at no charge.   

 

Councilmember Viars asked if when the ordinance committee meets will there be new wording 

added to the town’s ordinance for debris on property.  

 

Councilmember Duncan stated that next year at heritage days the town should set up tents to get 

folks out of the sun. 

 

Councilmember Duncan stated that he thinks the town should hire some part time help to assist 

the maintenance crew with all of the projects the town has going on.  Town Manager Childers 

stated that he already has a person to work part time on Thursdays to assist with trash pickup.  

Councilmember Duncan asked if hiring over ten employees makes the town fall under OSHA 

guidelines.  Town Manager Childers stated that four maintenance employees are enough other 

than on Thursdays for trash pickup.   

 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

The invoices for August 10, 2021 were read and approved. 

 

The electronic payments report for July was distributed for review and is included with these 

minutes. 
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ADJOURNMENT – There being no additional business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned 

upon a motion by Councilmember Jonas.   The motion was duly seconded and approved.   

 

 

 

 

                              

Mayor       Clerk 


